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Canadian Comments on Draft Agenda ,  Plenary meeting of JTC1/SC32, Kobe, Japan (SC32N1375) Agenda Item 9 - Review of recent ISO/IEC JTC1 Decisions affecting SC32 – 

JTC1 Resolution on Privacy Protection 
1. ISO/IEC JTC1 at its  20th Plenary Meeting, Banff, Alberta, Canada, adopted the following  resolution {see document J1N8010}

Resolution 36 – Privacy Management

Based on the discussions on the SWG on Technology Watch, JTC 1 instructs SC 27 to consider the possibility of a Guidance (TR) document on the application of existing standards and related ongoing work within JTC 1 SCs to privacy management. SC 27 is instructed to report the results of this consideration no later than the 2006 JTC 1 Plenary meeting in South Africa.

2. Canada notes that JTC1 has been “struggling” with the need to ensure that ITC standards are capable of supporting requirements of privacy/data protection legislation. JTC1 did establish a SWG on “Privacy Technology” but its work and possible solution of the establishment of a new SC on “privacy” ran aground because some insist on viewing “privacy management” as a “security techniques matter”.

3. This proposed approach of JTC1 to view “privacy management” as a “security technology issue” as part of SC27 met with protest from Canadian, European and other Privacy/Data Protection Commissioners, a.k.a.  the “Wroclaw Declaration” (to be forwarded as a separate document to JTC1/SC32).

4. Privacy/Data Protection as legal/regulatory public policy requirements (like Access-for-All)  are very important in the development of e-learning related standards particularly since a “learner” in most cases is an “individual” and thus has privacy/data protection rights with respect to any personal information of that individual.

5. Canada requests that at its Kobe Plenary, JTC1/SC32 start a process to prepare a JTC1/SC32 document as its response to this Resolution 36 of JTC1. 

6. The preparation of a response to Resolution 36 could be done through SC32/WG1 because of its work on the ISO/IEC 15944 multipart e-business series of standards which already take into account and support common public policy requirements pertaining individuals in business transactions such as “privacy/data protection, consumer protection, individual accessibility” and others. Further other privacy related requirements pertaining to the making of commitments, retention of and responsibility for recorded information in a business transaction, etc. are already addressed in a general information management and data interchange requirements perspective of business transaction.
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